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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Do not turn over this page untll you are fold to do so.
Follow all instructions carefully.

1.
2.
3. Answer all questions.
4,

For Booklet A, shade your answers on the Optical Answer Sheet (OAS)
provided.




For each question from 1 to 10, shade your answer (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical
Answer Sheet, (10 marks)

John has not been able to stay focused in class recently. The loss of his pet

dog has a serious effect his mood.
(1) in

(2) at

(3) of

(4) on

did the singer expect to receive such warm applause from
the audience for her performance. She was pleasantly touched.,

(1)  Much
(2) None
(3) Little
(4) Any

The class has decided to nominate Betty as the class monitress.
“She’s helped many of us in the past months, ?" said Jane.

(1) isn'tshe
(2) hasn'tshe
(3) wasn't she
(4) doesn'tshe

Kayley will read she has the chance. She has been
nicknamed ‘Bookworny’.

(1)  however
(2) whereas
(3) -wherever
(4)  whenever

Jane, as well as her brother, their grandparents every Saturday.

(1)  visit

(2) visits

(3) are visiting
(4)  has visited
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My father will let my siblings and

know if he is able to make it
to our concert this evening.
(1 1
(2) we
(3) me
(4)  wmyself

John knew the plot of the story very well because he

the
book before.
(1) reads
(2) hadread
(3) wasreading
(4)  had been reading
All the children are grouped together in this class, their
ability.
(1) since
(2) besides

(3) apartfrom
(4) regardless of

The number of people who have been scammed online
increasing this year.

(1 is
(2) are
(3) was
(4) were

Kevin helped his mother

the groceries from the market.

(1) camy
(2) carries
(3) carried
(4)  carrying



For each question from 11 to 15, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4) and shade your answer on the Opticy|
Answer Sheet. (5 marks)

11. My house is under renovation. We have fo at my grandmother’s
house during this period.

(1) putup
(2) putaway
(3) putdown

(4) putacross

12.  The students worked together for the Social Studies
project without any disagreement. '

(1D amicably

(2)  coherently

(3)  deliberately

(4)  simultaneously

13.  The official checked my identity card to the
information that | had provided before allowing me to take part in the
competition.

(1)  verify
(2) rectify
(3)  modify
(4) classify

14.  Search and rescue teams ploughed through the after the
earthquake in search of survivors.

(1)  refuse

(2) rubble

(3) remains
(4) fragments

15.  The judge the woman of theft due to the lack
of evidence and released her immediately.

(1) freed

(2) acquitted

(3)  convicted
(4) condoned



For each question from 16 to 20, choose the word(s) closest in meaning to the

underlined word(s). Shade your answer (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet.
(5 marks)

years ago, hoping to Ll:ﬂr%\@ her family's standard of living.

signals. Their detemz';r_}?ﬁon in teaching her English paid off after several months of

instructions, Bella became very good in the language.

for her, they expect her to respond at the drop of a hat. If Bella does not work fast

enough, her employers will reprimand her for being very slow in doing things.

However, Bella would usually just smile and nod her head.

Bella works as a domestic helper in the Lee family. She left Myanmar three

When Bella first arrived, she communicated with Mr and Mrs Lee using hand

(18)
However, Bella’s employers can be very demanding. The moment they call

(19)

(20)

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

(1) elevate

(2) develop
(3) accelerate
(4) strengthen

(1) firmness

(2) benevolence

(3) perseverance

(4)  conscientiousness

(1) talented

(2) qualified

(3) proficient

(4) accomplished

(1) briefly:
2) hastily
(3)  promptly
(4)  hurriedly

(1) idle

(2)  sluggish

(3) negligent

(4)  inexperienced



Study this flyer carefully and then answer questions 21 to 28.

ifts SG

National Month of Giving
1 —30 October 2022

Sign up as a volunteer or
donate generously today!

)
Twilight Dreams Senior Home

Are you able to dance, play chess, do
simple yoga or do you enjoy talking to
people?  Twilight Dreams needs
volunteers for their “Make Seniors
Happy” programme on Saturdays. Sign
up at  www.TDSH.com.sg now.
Volunteer for a single activity (two
hours or Ionger) from 1 — 30 October.
Volunteers below 12 years of age have
to be accompanied by an adult.

Gifts SG is a month-long campaign
organised by the Singapore Charity
Foundation. - It aims to encourage
everyone to help the weak and needy.
You can use your time and talents to
bless someone!

Precious Paws Animal Shelter

If You have a soft spot for abandoned
animals, give your time to these precious
ones.  Register your interest at
WWw.preciouspaws.com.sg

Volunteers must commit at least three
hours each day on four Saturdays or
Sundays. Volunteers under 15 years of
age are to be accompanied by an adult.
No prior experience working with
animals is required.

jia

Hercules Physiotherapy Centre

This centre helps the elderly maintain or
regain their mobility. Bigger and better
facilities are needed to give them the
best treatment they deserve.

Volunteer on any Sunday from ! to 30
October , from 8 to 11 a.m. Volunteers
will collect donations at various
locations for the centre. Register your
interest at www.HPC.org.sg
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Sunshine Children’s Hospital

We are raising funds for underprivileged
children with special needs. Funds
collected will be used for their medical
and therapy treatments. Help us reach
our target of $500,000!

We are also looking for volunteers aged
16 and above to spend two to four hours
on Sunday afternoons to read or play
games  with the children. More
information regarding donations and
volunteer schedules are available at
www.SunshineCH,com.sg.




I look forward to the weekends when young
people from nearby schools visit us. They
sing and dance for us or perform magic
tricks. They also teach us how to use our
mobile phones and the Internet. I enjoy it
most when they tell me about their lives,
ask me about mine and help me forget my
loneliness.

Aunty Marie, 78
Resident of Twilight Dreams Senior Home

Many abandoned or stray animals are
brought to our shelter every day. Some of
them need therapy to get well. The staff
at the shelter are trained to conduct
therapy. We appreciate volunteers who
help us clean and maintain the rooms and
animal cages so that we can focus on
conducting therapy sessions.

Cecil Lee, 33
Founder of Precious Paws Animal Shelter

My parents could not afford treatment
for me. Thanks to the [Fight Cancer
Fundl set up by the Sunshine Children’s
Hospital in 2019, I was able to receive
the medical help I needed to fight this
terrible disease. I owe my life to the
generosity of many donors in Singapore.
Please contipue to donate generously to
hospitals, You are helping to save
lives. . ..

Dawn Chua, 15
Cancer patient at the Sunshine




For each question from 21 to 28, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4) and shade your answer on the Optical
Answer Sheet. (8 marks)

21. In what way is Twilight Dreams Senior Home similar to Hercules Physiotherapy
Centre?

22.

23.

24.

25.

(1)
(2)
(3)
4

They take care of the elderly.

They receive donations from the public.

They recruit volunteers for Sunday programmes.
They look for helpers who enjoy physical activities.

Eleven-year-old Mindy wants to volunteer on a Saturday for two hours with her

mother. They can volunteer at

(1)
(2)
(3)
4)

Sunshine Children's Hospital
Twilight Dreams Senior Home
Precious Paws Animal Shelter
Hercules Physiotherapy Centre

Fourteen-year-old James can volunteer up to three hours on a single Sunday
on his own. He can

(1)
(2
(3)
(4)

read to children in the hospital

clean cages at the animal shelter

collect donations for the physiotherapy centre
play chess with the elderly at the senjor home

The three testimonials provided by Aunty Marie, Cecil Lee and Dawn Chua tell

us
(1)  what activities they enjoy doing

(2) why people sign up to help the elderly

(3)  who they like to spend their weekends with

(4)  how volunteers or donations have helped them

Which of the following is what Aunty Marle likes most when young volunteers
visit her?

(1) the magic tricks they do

(2) conversations she has with them

(3) their song and dance performances

(4)  being taught to use the mobile phone
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26. According to Cecil Lee, some of the animals that are brought to the animal
shelter

(1)  require daily cleaning

(2) are unwell and need treatment

(3) need the staff at the shelter to train them
(4) are given therapy sessions by volunteers

27. According to the flyer, which of the following is true of Dawn Chua?

(1)  Her job at the hospital was to save lives.

(2) Her parents paid in full for her cancer treatment.

(3) She had made donations to the 'Fight Cancer Fund'.

(4)  She received help from the Sunshine Children’s Hospital.

28. What is the main purpose of the flyer?

(1) toraise funds for underpri;/ileged children
(2) tolook for students who can take care of animals
(3) toincrease awareness of the needs of the elderly

(4) to encourage people to volunteer or make donations

Please note that the passage for Comprehension questions 71 to 80 in Booklet B is
on the next page. You may now go on to Booklet B.




Refer to the passage below when you answer questions 71 to 80 in Booklet B.

Tim believed that the little one could fly. He had trained her. His neighbour,
Harry, did not share his enthusiasm and constantly poked fun at his attempts. “You got
wings? Where are they?” He pinched his skin between Tim's shoulder blades and
laughed. Tim shook his hahd off and held on to the box.

The bird flapped around and let out another cry. She hated being inside that box.
But Tim had to put her in to get her there. The wind blew harder, icy-cold In their faces.

“That's a strong wind,” said Harry. “Are you sure that pigeon can fly in this?"

“Blanche isn't a pigeon,” Tim retorted, “I told you before.” Blanche is a German
word meaning ‘white’ which described her snow-white, feathers perfectly.

“Oh yeah, that's right. A seagull. One of those little things that hop by the sea.”

Tim was about to snap back at Harry when he made eye contact with old Uncle
Frank who was approaching. He gave the boys a friendly nod, then glanced at the box
curiously. That prompted Harry to make small talk with the kindly neighbour, telling him
about going to the top of the hill at the end of Station Road. “Got to let this bird out,” he
said. “It's been with us since he found it on the shore, dying. I'm surprised it lasted this
long to be honest.” '

As if reacting to the memory of her precarious early life, Blanche started flapping
around in the box, screeching. She moved about so much that the box nearly fell out of
Tim's hands. Spontaneously, old Uncle Frank's hands swung up to help secure it. “The
enclosure is stifling it. You'd better run,” he warned the boys.

All the way to Station Road, Harry made one comment after another. Always the
same thing. That silly bird couldn’t fly. That silly bird was lucky to be alive. On the
contrary, Tim felt that there was no reason for her not to survive. He fed her. He made
sure she ate every day. She was just a little blob when he found her. She had hardly
any feathers and her eyes were almost completely shut. But he touched her and she
maved a little. That was when he decided to take her home.

Mother said Tim couldn’t keep her in the house. “It's dirty,” she said. “It might

have fleas.”

“She's a she, Mom,” Tim said. “And she doesn't have fleas. I've washed her.”

Tim didn’t know what food to give her initially. When consulted, the pet_shop
man said dismissively that she would die in two days.

Tim went to the library instead and found a book on birds. There was a picture of
a man feeding a baby bird some milk. He didn't know birds could drink milk, but he
would give it a try or she would die. He didn't want the pet shop man to be right.

“So what are you planning on doing?” asked Harry. “Throwing it off the top
here?”

“'] help her,” Tim said. “I've been helping her for the last two weeks.”

Harry chuckled again. The same chuckle whenever he thought he was right. A
smug chuckle, Tim reckoned. It irked him no end.

“Come on then,” said Harry. “Get on with it. It's freezing up here.”

Tim put the box on the grass and knelt down to open the lid. As he fumbled with
the two cardboard flaps, Blanche flapped around Inside. “Come on, girl,” Tim said in
what he hoped was a soothing voice. “Out you go.”

“Saying your last goodbyes?” teased Harry. “So sad.” However, he couldn't say
anymore as he went into one of his coughing fits. Desplte Harry's noisy hacking and
hawing, Tim was secretly thankful for the momentary peace.

Tim kept the flaps open and Blanche let her wings splil outside into the cold alr,
“Come on, girl! Go get your freedom!” Tim coaxed. The seagull only stretched out her
head at awkward angles. Tim lifted the box higher to give her a full view of what was in
front of them. She let out a cry yet dared not venture out. “You can do itl" he
whispered. Alas, the box felt the same. Tim sighed. Then he heard it — strong flapping
of wings. When he felt the box jolt and lighten, his spirits soared.
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Adapted from Flight by David Buckley
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 29 to 38, in the passage below. From the list of words
given, choose the most suitable word for each blank. Write its letter (A to Q) in the blank.
The letters (1) and (O) have been omitted to avoid confusion during marking. (10 marks)

EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE.

(A) among (D) for (G) in (K) on (N) they
(B) and (E) has (H) into (L) or (P) to
(C) are (F) how J)y is (M) the (Q) which

Many working parents spend very little time with their children due to work

commitment. According to recent studies, have begun to realise the
(29)

importance of shared family time at the dinner table, ___is the only time when
(30)

every member of the family together at one place.
31

The purpose of a family dinner may differ from family family. In one
(32)

family, good table manners might be most important thing parents want to
(33)

teach their children. In another family, it might be communication or learning
(34)

to listen and respect one another. Some parents might also want to divide the tasks of
preparing dinner the children. This is done so that the responsibilities of
(35)

preparing food, serving and washing dishes do not fall the parents only.
(36)

Having dinner together as a family can be looked upon as an opportunity
a chore, Ifitis viewed as an opportunity bonding, it can enhance
(37) 38)

family relationships. If it s viewed as a chore, there Is a possibllity that the family

relationships will not be as strong. Adapted from www.stanfordchildrens.org

Score:




Each of the underlined words contains either a spelling or grammatical error. Write
the correct word in each of the boxes. (12 marks)

I was day-dreaming in my room instead of preparing for my examination.

(39) (40)
Feeling frastraited, I decided to look for my father to sought advice.
(41)
In the living room, I saw my father angrosed in his reading. I contemplated if
(42)
I should disturb him. After a brief hesitate, T asked, "Dad, I have not been able to
(43)
conscentrat on my studies.”
(44)

Father looked up and then signal for me to go to the kitchen with him. He said,

“Let’s do an experiment! You will be able to look at things from a different

(45)
purspektive after that.”

Father boiled some water in a pot. He then placed an egg, two tea leaves and

(46)
a potato into the water and told me to keep an eye on it. After ten minutes, he

instructed me to peel the egg and potato and strain the leaves. That left me in utter

(47)

bewilldement, not knowing what his intention was.

(48)
“Look at how the Items have responded different? The egg was soft, but it is

now hard. The potato was hard, but it is now soft, And the tea leaves; they have



(49)

changed the colour of the water.” My father then asked, "When addvercity calls,

are you an egg, a potato or tea leaves?"

(50)

Heard his words made me realise that there are different responses that
one could choose in difficult situations. I went back to my room - all ready to put in

my best effort in my studies. '
Adapted from hltps://moralstories.top/read

Score:




Fill in each blank with a suitable word. (15 marks)

Singapore is bracing itself for a major dengue outbreak, The numbers could rise

higher than the current 19,386 cases as the nation has entered its

(61)

peak dengue season from June to October. to the warmer
(52)

weather, the mosquitoes breed quickly, and the virus multiplies.

to the Ministry. of Health, dengue is spread

(53)

the bite of a female Aedes mosquito. A mosquito

(54)

infected with dengue after taking blood from a dengue-infected

(55)

person. It can then infect other people after eight to twelve days and

on the disease for the rest of its fwo-week lifespan.

(56)
there are four different types of dengue virus, individuals can

(57)
be infected with dengue up to four times. Repeat infections increase the risks. of

dengue and, in turn, fatality. There have been four deaths,

(58)
farin 2022.

(59)
The National Environment Agency (NEA) has carried out around 389,000

inspections in the first half of this year, (60} 10,800 mosquito-

breeding habitats, It noted that at least half of these breeding sltes are found in homes.

Homeowners are advised to use alds mosquito traps or larvicide, to

(61)

mosquito larvae before they reach the pupa stage.

(62)



Prof Cook said Singaporeans could precautions such as
(63)

wearing long sleeves or applying mosquito repellent. Spraying insecticide indoors is

option, he added. "There are places the mosquito likes to rest

(64)

so spraying those places can help to the population. Finally,
(65)

you might consider installing anti-mosquito screens on windows like they do in Japan,”

Adapted from https://www.straitstimes.com

Score:




For each of the questions 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentence(s) using the word(s)
provided. Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your sentence must be
the same as the meaning of the given sentence(s). (10 marks)

66. “Did you take our dog out for a walk?" Mrs Pang asked her husband.

Mrs Pang asked

687. My cousins had not been to Chinatown. They lost their way.

Not

68. | will call you. I am almost home.

As soon as

69.  Nothing was done by my brother to clean up our room.

My brother

70. | was amazed that he ate the whole pizza.

Tomy

Score;




Read the passage on page 10 of Booklet A and answer questions 71 to 80. (20 marks)

71.

72.

73.

74.

From the first paragraph, pick up a four-word phrase that tells us that Tim was upset
with Harry? [1m]

Circle one word that best describes the tone Harry would have used in lines 2-3.
DO NOT CIRCLE MORE THAN ONE WORD. [1m]

concemed / encouraging / humorous / skeptical

Harry asked, “Are you sure that pigeon can fly in this?” (line 7)
a) How do you think Tim felt about Harry’s question? [1m]

b) Why did Tim feel that way? [1m]

Why did Tim name the seagull Blanche? [1m]

Score:




75. Based on lines 17-26, state whether each statement in the table below is

true or false, then give one reason why you think so. [3m]

True / False Reason

a) Blanche flapped and
screeched as she
recalled her grave

physical condition as
a nestling.

b) Harry was
pessimistic about

Blanche’s chances of
survival.

¢} When Tim found
Blanche, she was
unresponsive.

76. Based on lines 32-34, what did Tim do to ensure Blanche’s survival? [2m]

a)

(b)

Score!




77. Based on lines 17-34, tick (V) the column to indicate each character’s attitude
towards Tim's efforts to help Blanche and give a reason why you think so. [3m]

Not
supportive

Character Supportive Reason

Old Uncle Frank

Pet shop man

Tim’s mother

78. Look at the table below. What do the words in the left column refer to in the passage?
Write your answers in the column on the right. [3m]

Word(s) from the passage What the word(s) refer to

a) there (line 6)

b) That (line 13)

c) It(line 39)

Score;




79. Explain clearly why Tim was “thankful for the momentary peace” (line 46). [2m]

80. Do you think Blanche got her ‘freedom’ eventually (line 48)? Support your
answer with evidence from lines 47-52. [2m]

End of Paper

Score:
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Q71) | shook his hand off
Q72) | humorous
Q73) | a)Tim felt angry.
b) Blanche is white (in german) and the seagull had snow white
feathers.
Q74) | The seagull has snow-white feathers and Blanche means white.
Q75)
a) F Blanche felt stifled inside the enclosure.
b) T Harry commented that Blanche could not
fly and Blanche was lucky to be alive.
c) F When Tim touched Blanche, she moved a
little.
Q76) | a) Tim went to the library and found a book on birds.
b) Tim fed Blanche milk.
Q77)

v Old Uncle Frank said that the
children had to run to the hill at
the end of station Roadas the
enclosure was stifling Blanche.

v The pet shop man said
dismissively that Blanche would
die in two days.

N Tim’s mother said that Blanche
could not be kept in the house as
she was dirty and might have
fleas. )

Q78) | a) The top of the hill at the end of Station Road.

b) Old Uncle Frank glance at the box curiously.

c¢) Harry’s smug chuckle when he thought he was right. »
Q79) | Harry could not tease Tim as he went into one of his coughing fits.

Tim was thankful since Harry always teased him.

Pg2




Q80)

Yes. Tim kept the flaps open and Blanche let her wing spill outside
into the cold air. Tim encouraged Blanche and he heard a strong

flapping of wings and the box jolt and lighten.

Pg3
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